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Background 

 
Organic Agriculture has experienced a rapid expansion in recent years, with 

continued growth globally and in the Mediterranean region, where it offers 
sustainable development opportunities and initiatives. 

Organic Farming aims for closed nutrient cycles, and sustainability depends on 
the optimal integration and adaptation of the various system components. Soil quality 
is a key indicator of sustainability in land management, and soil fertility is a critical 
issue in Organic Farming. Given the specific conditions of arid and semi-arid regions 
and the production of more than one crop per year, the management of soil fertility in 
Mediterranean countries has to meet the nutrient requirements of the crops and 
improve soil fertility over a longer period of time compared with conventional 
systems.   
 
Objective 

This symposium offers a great opportunity for all interested participants to 
learn and exchange information and experience about soil fertility, crop fertilization 
and in particular organic matter management, such as composting, in Organic 
Farming under Mediterranean conditions. 
 
Organization 
The Symposium is being organized jointly by: 

- International Society of Organic Agricultural Research (ISOFAR) 
- Mediterranean Organic Agriculture Network (MOAN 
- Technical Center of Organic Agriculture (CTAB) 
 

 
Symposium topics 

- Soil fertility 
- Crop fertilization and nutrition 
- Organic matter management 

 
Symposium  Language 
The symposium language is English 
 
Submission procedure and time schedule 
Abstracts must be submitted to the organizers of the symposium 
(benkheder.Mohamed@iresa.agrinet.tn and info@isofar.org) no later than 1 January 
2010. 



Authors will be informed by January 21, 2010 whether their contribution has been 
accepted for oral or poster presentation. Abstracts will be returned to the authors for 
revision if needed. The submission deadline for revised abstracts will be January 31, 
2010.  
The abstract must include at the top an accurate title as well as names and addresses 
of the authors, indicating the corresponding author. The abstract should enable the 
reviewers to identify the basic content of the contribution quickly and accurately to 
determine its relevance to the participants of the symposium. The abstract should 
succinctly (one DIN A4 page single spaced 12 pt, Times New Roman) state the 
principal objectives and scope of the investigation and briefly describe the methods 
used. More importantly, the abstract should concisely summarize the results and 
principal conclusions.  
 
 
Symposium proceedings 
The symposium proceedings will include abstracts from both oral and poster 
presentation and will be distributed at the registration desk 
 
 
Contact 
- Prof. Dr. Mohamed Ben Khedher 
Technical Center of Organic Agriculture (CTAB) 
P.O.Box 54, Chatt Meriem 4042, Sousse, Tunisia. 
Tel: ++ 216 73 327 279; Fax: 00 216 73 327 277 
E-mail: benkheder.Mohamed@iresa.agrinet.tn 
 
- Prof. Dr. Ulrich Köpke 
Institute of Organic Agriculture (IOL), University of Bonn. 
Katzerburgweg 3, D – 53115 Bonn, Germany. 
Tel: 00 49 228 73 5615; Fax: 00 49 228 73 5617 
E-mail: info@isofar.org  
 
Organizing Committee 
- Prof. Mohamed Ben Khedher (CTAB, Tunisia) 
- Dr. Raelli Maurizio (MAIB, Italy) 
- Dr. Lina Al Bitar (MAIB, Italy) 
- Prof. Ulrich Köpke (IOL, Germany)Prof. Neji Tarchoun (CRRHAB, Tunisia) 
- Prof. Tijani Mehouachi (ISACM, Tunisia) 
- Ir.Nejib Hamami (CSFPACMP, Tunisia) 
 
Scientific Committee 
- Prof. Ulrich Köpke (IOL, Germany) 
- Prof. Abdelaziz Mougou (IRESA, Tunisia) 
- Prof. Mohamed Ben Khedher (CTAB, Tunisia) 
- Prof. Ted Miano (UB, Italy) 
- Prof. Uygun Aksoy (Ege.U, Turkey) 
- Prof. Lacen Kenny (IAV, Morocco) 
- Dr. Daniel Neuhoff (Bonn, Germany) 
- Prof. Tijani Mehouachi (ISACM, Tunisia) 
- Prof. Neji Tarchoun (CRRHAB, Tunisia) 



 
Symposium Registration Form 
 
Title:  □Prof.    □Dr.    □Mr.    □Mrs.  □Ms.  □Others  
First Name ……………………………………………………………………………... 
Last Name ……………………………………………………………………………... 
Institution ……………………………………………………………………………… 
Mailing Adress  (Street / P.O.Box)…………………………………………………… 
City / Post code ……………………………………………………………………….. 
Country ………………………………………………………………………………… 
Phone …………………………………………………………………………………... 
Fax ……………….…………………………………………………………………….. 
E-mail ………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I would like to present: 
-  an oral communication (abstract attached)    □ 
- a poster  (abstract attached)     □ 
- only participate in the symposium     □ 
 
Registration fee: 100 Euros. This includes refreshments and symposium materials. 
Accommodation in a four-star hotel : about 30 – 40 Euros per day. 
 
NB.The symposium will have two days for conferences and one day for technical and 
touristic trip (The details will be given in the next announcement). 
 


